
Meridean 

 

The small village of Meridean has seen many changes in the past one hundred 
and fifty years. Today there is little 
more than a few houses and a boat 
landing. But years ago there was 
everything a town needs.   

(pictured at the right is the Meridean 
ferry from many years ago) 

In 1869 when the Old Meridean saw 
mill was sold to the Eau Claire Lumber 
Company they built the ferry to cross 
the Chippewa River. The ferry was a 
large floating wooden platform that ran across the river on a steel cable. The 
cable was tied to large steel beams that had been pounded into the ground on 
both sides of the river. A seperate cable was used to tow the ferry across the 
Chippewa. The ferry transported people and animals from the north side of the 
Chippewa to the south side and back. This toll ferry charged five cents a person, 
ten cents a head of cattle, and twenty-five cents for a team of horses. 

In 1892 when the lumber 
company moved from Old 
Meridean it donated the 
ferry to Northern Wegian 
Lutheran Church which was 
located in Old Meridean at 
the time. A large portion of 
the congregation was 
located at the north side of 
the river. By 1900 the 
village of Meridean had 
relocated to the town of 
Peru. The Chippewa's 
unpredictable floods had 



forced the people and businesses out of the Old Meridean area. By 1925 the 
village had a bank, Meridean State Bank, a creamery, and two garages. The ferry 
at this time, referred to as Fair Play, transported twenty to thirty cars cross the 
river and it operated nine to ten months a year. 

Seventy two years later in 1997 none of these businesses still exist in the village. 
The ferry operated for over fifty years and the other roads that were on the 
northern side of the river were all abondoned about thirty five years ago and 
therefore, the ferry became unneeded and closed. 

 

This page was updated by Eric Prissel and Nick Lund in April of 1999.  
The photo of the Meridean ferry added in January, 2004 

 


